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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 EB-07 
COME-OO OMB-01 TRSE-00 /077 W 
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FM AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8451 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 

UNCLAS MONTREAL 33 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECON, CA 

SUB J : COMBUSTION ENGINEERING TO MOVE HEAD OFFICE DUE TO LANGUAGE 
PROBLEMS 

1 . MONTREAL GAZETTE TODAY REPORTS THAT COMBUSTION ENGINEERING 
SUPERHEATER, LTD. HAS DECIDED TO MOVE MONTREAL HEAD OFFICE 
OPERATIONS, EMPLOYING FROM 300-400 PEOPLE, TO ONTARIO BECAUSE 

OF 'RESTRICTIVE LANGUAGE POLICIES ON PART OF QUEBEC GOVERNMENT ". 
DECISION ON NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES TO REMAIN IN MONTREAL, IF ANY, 

WILL BE MADE BEFORE JANUARY 2 1ST, ACCORDING TO COMPANY SPOKES- 
MAN. COMPANY'S PLANT IN DRUMMONDSVILLE, SOUTH OF MONTREAL, 

WHICH EMPLOYS 700 PEOPLE, WILL NOT BE AFFECTED. 

2. SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF COMBUSTION ENGINEERING SAID THAT 
TWO FACTORS MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO RECRUIT ENGINEERING TALENT AND 
WERE THEREFORE IMPORTANT IN COMPANY’S DECISION TO MOVE. PRO- 
VINCIAL REGULATIONS REQUIRE THAT ANY ENGINEER COMING TO QUEBEC 
GAIN WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF FRENCH WITHIN A YEAR, AND PROPOSED 
FREEZE ON ENGLISH SCHOOL SYSTEM WILL REQUIRE FUTURE IMMIGRANTS 
TO QUEBEC TO SEND CHILDREN TO FRENCH LANGUAGE SCHOOLS. BOTH 
OF THESE WERE SEEN AS REDUCING THE FLOW OF PEOPLE WILLING TO 
IMMIGRATE TO QUEBEC. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MONTRE 00033 062203Z 


3. COMPANY SPOKESMAN SAID THAT PROPOSED MOVE HAS BEEN UNDER 
STUDY FOR SOME TIME AND THAT IT WAS IN NO WAY RELATED TO 
ELECTION OF PQ GOVERNMENT NOVEMBER 15TH. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE MANY COMPANIES HAVE COMPLAINED ABOUT 
DIFFICULTIES CAUSED BY LANGUAGE REGULATIONS IN QUEBEC, FEW 
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HAVE OPENLY POINTED TO LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES AS REASON FOR 
MOVE. RECENT DECISION OF DR. CAMILLE LAURIN, THE MINISTER 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS, TO SUSPEND PRESENT 
FRAN CIZATION PROGRAM FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, OSTENSIBLY TO 
MAKE NEW PROGRAM MORE RIGOROUS, HAS INJECTED NEW UNCERTAINTY 
INTO COMPANY OPERATIONS. COMPANIES HAD ADJUSTED TO PREVIOUS 
REQUIREMENTS, BUT PRESUMABLY WILL NOW HAVE TO CHANGE THEIR 
TIME SCHEDULES IN ORDER TO SPEED INTRODUCTION OF FRENCH INTO 
BUSINESS ONCE THE NEW REGULATIONS ARE ANNOUNCED. 

HARPER 
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